Devon VCS REPRESENTATIVE FEEDBACK report

	NAME OF MEETING: 

Stronger Communities and Health Improvement Group
	Date of Meeting: 

28.04.2010


	VCS Representatives in attendance:

Jay Talbot;  P Mason

	Main topics discussed (please highlight those which have a particular relevance):

Sue Craythorne reported on a meeting with Martin Green of the Audit Commission about the VCS engagement aspect of the CAA. Martin was looking for evidence of effective engagement. In particular he wants to see DSP strategies around how statutory agencies engage with the third sector, together with examples of how such engagement had made a difference to communities and organisations. Sue is in the process of gathering what exists to send to Martin, and will be asking group members for case examples of real outcomes. 

Presented on the Consortium Stronger Communities programme – considerable discussion about how the various strands of work could support partner aspirations and the various strategies under discussion by the group. General sense that VCS infrastructure organisations and the Consortium are not as well understood as they could be and that wider partners could do with being better informed about the progress of the SC programme. Agreed that the Consortium would provide regular updates for internal newsletters and on the Consortium website.

Rural Health Strategy – this has progressed considerably and a further draft of this will be available for consultation following the election.  

	Actions required (either by you or the Project Administrator / Community of Interest Lead):

· ScHIG Reps – to distribute consultation documents on Rural Health Strategy to Consortium partners when available.

· All consortium partners to consider how to disseminate/consult with relevant members/beneficiaries on the draft Rural Health Strategy once received and to feed back any responses to ScHIG reps.

· Jay to liaise with the Consortium Secretariat to look at communications about Consortium activity within DCC and NHS Devon.
· Consortium partners to provide examples of effective engagement of the sector with statutory agencies to Sue Craythorne.

	Issues for consultation amongst this Community of Interest or the wider VCS:

Rural Health Strategy – as above.
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