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‘Beyond Boundaries’

Devon’s first ever Voluntary & Community Sector Assembly

25 February 2009

Headline Report
The Devon Consortium was delighted by the success of the first ever Voluntary and Community Sector Assembly held in Devon. The Assembly took place at the Wonford Community Centre on Wednesday 25 February, and over 100 voluntary and community organisations came to listen, network, engage and have their voices heard. A big thank you to those organisations for taking the time to attend and for sharing their experiences and perspectives.
At a time of both global and national financial crisis, the role of Devon’s voluntary and community sector (VCS) in supporting local communities as they respond to the effects of the economic downturn is more important than ever.  With this in mind, voluntary and community organisations worked together on the day under the theme of ‘Beyond Boundaries’ to celebrate their achievements and to consider the challenges that lie ahead.  

The boundaries under discussion were of two kinds: 
· Firstly, the impact of potential local government re-organisation, which could mean the end of county and district Councils.  Mark Richardson from the Cornwall Voluntary Sector Forum spoke about how this has already affected Cornwall.  Chief Executives from Devon County Council and West Devon Borough Council, Phil Norrey and David Incoll, gave the local authority perspective

· Organisations present considered how the voluntary and community sector can work together more closely across organisational boundaries to help create stronger and more inclusive communities in which all the people of Devon can make the most of their potential.  Steve Woollett, Chief Executive of the South West Forum, spoke about the key regional opportunities and challenges, and the conference considered how these translate at a county level
A big thank you to all the speakers for their time and their insight on the day.
A number of key issues came out of the day. The Devon Consortium commits to considering these issues at its next meeting in June 2009, and to considering appropriate ways to take these issues forward.
Issues included:
· VCS representation – look at mapping this, disseminating best practice, supporting smaller VCS organisations to engage
· VCS Engagement in the Assembly – consider how to reach those not present on the day – geographically and in terms of size and resources to attend

· Value for Money – consider how to ensure that the Devon Consortium represents value for money for the VCS

· Avoid or explain jargon – in order to ensure an inclusive environment
· Clarity regarding the aims of the event – Devon Consortium will consider what it can do differently to ensure greater clarity for future Assembly events
· Different ‘ levels’ of the VCS – difficulty of the whole sector meeting together in one event. Acknowledge that different parts of the VCS need different things from the VCS infrastructure. The Devon Consortium will consider how to make sure that it is meeting the needs of the whole VCS
For further information about the Assembly and about the work of the Devon Consortium please email info@devonconsortium.net or go to the Devon Consortium website – www.devonconsortium.net 
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